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tion for metaphysical science than any which had been pre- 
viously adopted. 



DONATIONS. 

Catalogue of the Works of Art in the Possession of Sir 
Peter P. Rubens, at the Time of his Decease. Presented by 
Dawson Turner, Esq. 

Ueber die Himjaritische Sprache und Sehrift. Von Dr. 
W. Gesenius. Presented by the Author. 

A Descriptive Vocabulary of the Language of the Abo- 
rigines of Western Australia. By G. Fletcher Moore, Esq. 
Presented by the Author. 

Magnetische undMeteorologische Beobachtungen zu Prag. 
Vom I Juli 1839, bis 31 Juli 1840. By Karl Kreil. Pre- 
sented by the Author. 

Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society. Vol. 
II. No. 19. 

A Record of the Case of Mary Jobson. By W. R. 
Clanny, M. D., &c. Presented by the Author. 



February 28. 



Rev. HUMPHREY LLOYD, D. D., Vice-President, 
in the Chair. 

Dr. Evory Kennedy read a paper on the peculiar Sys- 
tem of Generation, and Habits, observed by him to prevail in 
certain Acephalocysts, parasitical animals inhabiting the 
human body, and belonging to the class of hydatid entozoa. 

Having considered their animal nature, and their primary 
formation, as involving the question of spontaneous genera- 
tion, he described generally the methods of reproduction 
adopted in this class of animals, and adduced the explana- 
tions and opinions offered by the best authorities on the 
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subject, but particularly those of Bremner, Laennec, and 
Owen, by which acephalocystic reproduction is referred to 
imperfect ovation or generation. Dr. Kennedy went on to 
show that the uterine hydatid or hydrometra hydatica of 
Wiesmantel, which should more correctly be termed the 
" Acephalocystis Hysterobiaveluterina," multiplies hyfissipa- 
rous generation, and that the creatures still continue adherent 
to, or connected with each other by filiform bands or elon- 
gations of the strictured parts of their bodies. Dr. Kennedy 
exhibited several preparations and drawings in which this 
mode of reproduction by subdivision was perceptible in dif- 
ferent stages of progress, and having alluded to an imperfect 
division, observed also to occur in infusorial animalcules, re- 
commended that the system of reproduction which he de- 
scribed should be termed " fissiparo-coherent." 



A paper " on the colouring Matters of the Persian Berries" 
was read by Dr. Kane. 

These berries, the fruit of the dyer's buckthorn, Rhamnus 
Tinctoria, are imported from the Levant, and from the south 
of France, for the use of dyers, to whom they furnish a yel- 
low colour of great brilliancy, though not so permanent as 
some others. The appearance of the berries, as found in 
commerce, varies considerably; some samples, and those the 
most valuable, being larger, fuller, and of a light greenish 
olive colour, whilst others are smaller, as if shrivelled, and 
dark brown in tint. The former Dr. Kane considers to have 
the appearance of being gathered before complete ripening, 
whilst the latter owe their altered character to being allowed 
to remain longer on the stem, or to having been incautiously 
dried. 

The colouring matter in these two kinds is essentially 
different. The unripe berries yield but little colour to pure 
water, and when digested in ether give abundance of a rich 



